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Fig. 1 Weights of the four major river systems in Guangxi
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Table 1  Natural classification of waterfront sites of county towns for landscape design in Guangxi
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Natural Classification of Riverfront Landscape Design
for County Towns in Guangxi

WEN Zheng-min
(College of Civil Engineering and Architecture, Guilin University of Technology, Guilin 541004, China)

Abstract; The riverfront of county towns is an important site which shows the geographical features of land-
scape. From the perspective of landscape design, riverfront sites of county towns in Guangxi are identified in
terms of natural types. Based on field survey, data analysis, the combination of qualitative and quantitative a-
nalysis, the natural factors are studied and sorted by the methods as induction, clustering methodology, and
Delphi Mensuration. According to the width of riverbed, in our classification there are large-scale riverfronts in
27 towns, middle-scale riverfronts in 22 towns, small-scale ones in 22 towns, and 4 riverfronts under small-
scale. According to transverse section, there are 59 riverfronts in the shape of “U” and 16 ones shaped in
“V”. According to landform assemblage, 8 towns are complex of small-plains, tors and hills, and 9 towns con-
tain features of karst plains and peak clusters. According to distribution of sandbank or island, sandbanks or
islands are separate in 31 county towns while 44 towns without them. According to vegetation along the river,
the riverfronts are wetland types, no vegetative cover, but natural arbor trees and secondary woods retaining the
bank. The research may provide reference for future riverfront landscape design in adjusting to local environ-
ment.

Key words: research on natural classification of the site; riverfront landscape; county town; Guangxi



