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Fig.1 The relation between attenuate coefficient and the ratio

of length to width of weighted shaft of timber
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The style and structure of Chinese and foreign
orders in classical architecture

GUO Zhan-yue
Faculty of Civil Engineering Huazhong University of Science & Technology =~ Wuhan 430074  China

Abstract Concerning with the style and structure of Chinese and foreign classical pillars aesthetic features
and shape regulations of such orders are discussed. In the process of systematic exposition emphasis is placed
on the corresponding analysis of demands for form and structure material property technological conditions

etc. Timber pillars in ancient Chinese architecture put natural forms first in basic shape and decoration

hence with distinct national features. Most western ones were stone pillars. In ancient Egypt pillars were
thick. Their tops and stems represented fully artistic achievements of megalithic pillars. In ancient Greece

3 kinds of orders showed the quintessence of Greek architecture in an art of personified shape. Roman pil-
lars viewed as’ speaking stone” are treasures in the world. Developed from ancient Greece Roman pillars have
5 kinds of orders Doric lonic Corinth the combination of 3 and Taskan. As the structure of such pil-
lars  their ratios of length and thinness are all controlled under 10. Chinese pillars contract from the spot of
its 2/3  while western ones from that of 1/3. On the whole a substantial connection exists in their artistic

shape and structure.
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